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TOWN OFACTON

472 Main Street
Acton, Massachusetts,01720
Telephone(978)264-9608

Fax (978)264-9630

DATE: February 22, 2007
TO: Don Johnson
FROM: Cathy Fochtman, Recreation Director
RE: Support of Recreation Department Grant Application for NARA

Amphitheatre Sound and Lighting

I respectfully request that the Board of Selectmen consider endorsing the Recreation
Department’s application for a Massachusetts Cultural Council Facilities Fund Grant by
submitting a signed letter of support (see attached). The grant program is a new
initiative approved by the Massachusetts Legislature in July 2006 that appropriates $13
million to support the sound planning and development of cultural facilities in
Massachusetts. We submitted a Letter of Intent for a Capital Grant in the amount of
$14,000 on February 1, 2007. The complete grant application is due by March 15, 2007.
The Capital Grant provides a 1:1 match of funds. If we successfully obtain a grant, the
Recreation Department will raise $14,000 within 24 months to fully fund the $28,000
purchase and installation of sound and lighting equipment for the NARA amphitheatre.
We are basing the cost on a quote obtained by Concert Sound and Light of Acton.
Please refer to the attached Letter of intent for details regarding the need for a NARA
amphitheatre sound and lighting system.

Maura Haberman and I attended an ARC of lnnovation/495 MetroWest Corridor
Partnership sponsored information session on Tuesday, January 30 in Worcester about
the Cultural Facilities Fund. We confirmed that the Fund provides financing for the
purchase of major equipment or integrated systems, including sound and lighting
systems.

The Town of Acton has made an investment in bringing quality entertainment to our
region of metrowest Boston with our Summer Concert series. Last year, we featured
ticketed concerts whose lineup included Livingston Taylor, Pink Voyd, The Drifters and
KISS 108 Concert featuring the Jonas Brothers and High School Musical favorite Corbin
Bleu from the Disney Channel. Vento Chiaro Woodwind Quartet, Second Story Band,
Help Wanted Band and the Lois Greco Band provided entertainment at concert events
that were offered free to the public. NARA Park and Amphitheater provides a venue
that has accommodated up to 14,000 attendees at our popular Fourth of July event, and
wonderful opportunities to see classic favorites like The Drifters up close and personally.
With the increase of NARA concerts, special events and a new theatre group, the
addition of lighting and sound equipment will provide a better venue and expand on
entertainment and program options. Currently, we need to hire lighting and sound
equipment including personnel, at great expense. Just a few of the major benefits
provided by this grant:

• Fiscal savings
• Enhanced event and program options
• Better visual and auditory viewing for patrons

Cathy Fochtman
Recreation Director



• Attract more patrons to concerts and events
• Will allow for a better rental facility, increasing revenue

This is not only an excellent opportunity to obtain much needed equipment for NARA; we
see great potential for utilizing this Fund for future cultural development in Acton, such
as the repair, rehabilitation or renovation of existing facilities at Morrison Farm. Details
regarding this Fund may be found in the following document:
http://www.masscuituraicouncil.org/facilities/facilitiesapp. pdf

Thank you for considering the endorsement of this important project.



TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts, 01720
Telephone (978) 264-9608

Fax (978) 264-9630

February 1,2007

Email to: ft~beccapoJ~anestate~majj~

Dear Massachusetts Cultural Council,

The Town of Acton Recreation Department is pleased to announce their intention to apply for a
Massachusetts Cultural Council Facilities Fund Grant.

Grant category: Capital Grant

Anticipated grant amount: $14,000

Applicant Organization Information:

Town of Acton
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720
978-264-9608 ext. 0
978-264-9630 fax
www.acton-ma.gov

Tax Exemption Number/EIN: 046-001 -062

Organization Contact Information:
Cathy Fochtman
Recreation Director
~htrnan@acton~ma~ov

The Project Summary is attached.

Sincerely,

rJ~4~tt
Cathy Focffl’man
Recreation Director

Recreation Department
Cathy Fochtman, Director



Massachusetts Cultural Council Facilities Fund: Capital Grant for NARA Park, Acton

Prolect Summary

Acton Recreation Department oversees events and programs at the 40-acre North Acton
Recreation Area (NARA), featuring an outdoor amphitheater. NARA Park construction
was completed in 1999. Initial construction funding did not include sound and lighting for
the amphitheatre. It is the hub for many cultural events held in the Boston Metrowest area
with a seating capacity of 3,000+, The Recreation Department has run a summer concert
series since 2000. As we have grown and more events are utilizing the venue, we find
lighting and sound equipment to be a necessity to continue to grow and attract audiences
from all over Massachusetts and New Hampshire. At the present time, performers must
provide their own lighting and sound or we have to rent equipment and hire personnel,
which limits the range of performers that we can feature.

With the advent of Recreation’s new program Teen Repertory Theater, the NARA
amphitheatre will be utilized to stage theater performances in the summer months.
Because of the high level of interest in Acton for community theater, and the success of
our program, lighting and sound is critical to achieve success in this venue.

Our goal is to expand usage of the amphitheatre with sound and lighting, so that we may
accommodate community and professional theatre in addition to musical groups.

NARA PARK AMPHITHEATRE



TOWN OF ACTON
472Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts,01720
Telephone(978)264-9612

Fax (978)264-9630

March 12, 2007
MassachusettsCultural Council andMassDevelopment,

We arewriting to endorsethe North Acton RecreationArea (NARA) SoundandLightingproject,
a MassachusettsCultural CouncilFacilitiesFundcandidatefor a $14,000CapitalGrant. NARA
Parkis an importantcommunityresourcefor Acton residentsas well asa regionaldestination,
dueto our investmentin cultural concertsandeventsstagedat our outdoorAmphitheater. The
Townof Acton hasa needfor a soundand lighting systemto expandourability to support
cultural events,includingcommunityand professionaltheater.

The Acton RecreationDepartmentrecentlywas awardeda grantin the amountof $1,000from the
Acton-BoxboroughCultural Councilto fund their new TeenRepertoryTheaterprogram. The
recentJanuaryperformancesof the winter musical,“Bye, Bye, Birdie” werewell receivedand
attendedby the community. Theseperformanceswere free to the publicandinvitations and
specialaccommodationsweremadefor seniorcitizensfrom the Inn at RobbinsBrookandpatrons
of the Acton SeniorCenterto attend. The 2007 summerprogramwill featureperformancesof the
musicals,“Treasureisland,A Musical Adventure”and“Once OnThis Island” atthe NARA
Amphitheater.

The Town of Acton hasmadeaninvestmentin bringingquality entertainmentto our regionof
metrowestBoston with our SummerConcertseries. Lastyear,the RecreationDepartment
featuredticketedconcertswhose lineup includedLivingstonTaylor, Pink Voyd, The Drifters and
KISS 108 Concertfeaturingthe JonasBrothersandHigh SchoolMusical favorite Corbin Bleu
from the Disney Channel.VentoChiaroWoodwindQuartet,SecondStory Band,Help Wanted
Bandandthe Lois GrecoBandprovidedentertainmentatconcerteventsthat wereofferedfreeto
the public.NARA ParkandAmphitheaterprovidesa venuethat hasaccommodatedup to 14,000
attendeesatourpopularFourthof July event,andwonderfulopportunitiesto seeclassicfavorites
like The Drifters up closeandpersonally. With the increaseof NARA concerts,specialevents
and anew theatregroup,the addition of lighting andsoundequipmentwill providea bettervenue
andexpandon entertainmentandprogramoptions. Currently,we needto hire lighting andsound
equipmentincludingpersonnel,at greatexpense.Justa few ofthe majorbenefitsprovidedby
this grant:

• Fiscalsavings
• Enhancedeventandprogramoptions
• Bettervisual andauditoryviewing for patrons
• Attractmorepatronsto concertsandevents
• Will allow for a betterrental facility, increasingrevenue

Board of Selectmen



Awarenessanduseof NARA Parkas a cultural andrecreationaldestinationcontinuesto expand,
as the nearbyBruceFreemanRail Trail approachesconstruction,linking the townsof Lowell,
Westford,Chelmsford,Concord,SudburyandFramingham.Soundandlighting equipmentwill
benefitthe communityas Acton Recreationcontinuesto offer a variety of cultural opportunities
at NARA to residentsandtourists. The Town of Acton looks forwardto aproductiveassociation
with MassDevelopmentandthe MassachusettsCultural Council,

Townof Acton Boardof Selectmen,

WalterM. Foster,Chairman

PeterK. Ashton

F. DoréHunter

Andrew Magee

LaurenRosenzweig


